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Justice for victims/ survivors

What does this mean?

Criminal justice responses to DFV
• DFV as a criminal matter?
• From a private matter to being a matter of public concern
• Criminalisation remains a contested issue

• Emerging work on the decriminalisation of DFV (e.g. Goodmark 2018;
Gruber 2020)
• Specific to coercive control (e.g. Walklate 2018; Wangmann 2019)

Limitations of the law
• The law is a blunt instrument
• Things often need to be ‘black and white’ in a criminal sense but DFV has

many shades of grey
• The issue of evidencing DFV
• Particularly non-physical forms of DFV, such as coercive control

An example of coercive control - ‘Naomi’s’ story
•

Naomi experienced over a decade of verbal and emotional abuse

•

Her then partner strategically disrupted relationships with family and
friends

•

He strategically undermining her mother-child relationship

•

He moved family around strategically to minimise community/ social
support – always under the disguise of finding a bigger, better home for
the growing family

•

He would hide her car keys to prevent her from going anywhere and
then let them ‘resurface’ to make her feel like she was losing her mind

•

He would never let her take all three children out at once to ensure she
wouldn’t leave him – but always under the disguise of all three being
too much work when going shopping or on playdates

•

When Naomi eventually separated he initiated and stalled FL
proceedings as a form of financial abuse, he weaponised her mental
health (aka impact of DFV-related trauma) against her and received
shared care arrangements

•

He subjected her and the children to ongoing coercive control post
separation

•

Naomi started to see long-term effects on her children’s social,
emotional and physical wellbeing

None of these experiences may
ever attract criminal charges
against the perpetrator under an
offence of coercive control
•

So what can justice look like for
women like Naomi?

‘Justice’ needs to be applied more
broadly
•

E.g. in civil court proceedings,
parenting matters, financial security,
protection and recovery support for
victims/ survivors

Defining justice more broadly
No one-size-fits-all approach

It may mean criminal charges and punishment of the person using violence

It may mean

• Secure housing post separation
• Safety, agency and voice
• Space for recovery
• Access to recovery support for adult and child victims/ survivors
• Safe parenting arrangements
• Perpetrator interventions that support behaviour change
• Addressing the underlying drivers of DFV, including marginalisation, oppression and the persistent
impact of colonisation

Recognising diverse needs for justice
•

Listening to victims/ survivors’ voices

•

A ‘Good practice’ example:

•

Integrated service hubs/ ‘one-stop-shops’

•

May reduce barriers for those who have no fear of child protection and those who may not be opposed
to police involvement

•

May deter help-seeking for those who do/are – e.g. First nations women

•

‘Justice’ means recognising diverse support needs and lived experience across different service sectors

•

‘Justice’ means ensuring safety and security across settings
•

E.g. housing, parenting, recovery

Thank you
Questions & comments
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